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BMDaLa  RURaL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Forth  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 

year  ending 
31st  December,  i960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bod.^le  Rural  District  Council, 


SIR,  MADAM  ARID  (jj-iR TLJMi'lM , 

I have  the  honour  o 1 presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  tho 
year  ending  31s^  December,  i960. 

PUBLIC  HmAL l'H  OFFICERS  OR  THE  COUNCIL. 


(1)  One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time) 

(2)  One  Public  Health  Inspector  & Surveyor  (Full-time) 
(8)  One  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  (Part-time) 
(4)  One  Waterworks  Manager  (Full-time) 

STATISTICS . 


Al*0£i  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 
population  (mid  i960) 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 
Rate  Books  (end  of  i960) 

Rateable  Value  of  the-  Area 
Product  of  a Penny  Rate 


43,302  acres. 

8,540 

2,363 

£92,592 

0362.  4.  8i-d 


NOTE: 


The  figure  given  above  for  the  estimated  population  includes 
Members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  Area. 


In  consequence  of  this  it  ij  necessary  to  multiply  the  Crude 
Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  by  the  "comparability  factors"  for  the 
Area  in  order  to  attain  the  rates  comparable  with  other  Areas  in 
the  country. 


.PACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STAT lSi ICS 

jx  THm  Y^AR 

Live  Births.. 

Male. 

Female 

Legitimate 

75 

76 

Illegitimate 

2 

3 

77 

79 

Adjusted  Birth 

Rate  20.862 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

Deaths . 

51 

32 

Adjusted  Death 

Rato  10*388 

Deaths  of  infants  under  One 

Year  of  A^e 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Total. 

151  ) Crude  Birth  Rate 

5 ) I8.3 

I56 


4 


83  Crude  Death  Rate 
9 • 8 per  1 , 000 
population. 


2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  aoar  Weeks  oi  Ane 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate 
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Deaths  of  Infants  und^r  One  Week  of  Aa-e. 

Male.  Female . Total . 

Legitimate  1-1 

Illegitimate  - 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  . . . Nil 

CEionRAL  PROVISION  0 a THj_i  HuiaL'i'R  ShRV ICES  FOB  .H-lj  AREA , 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities.  (b)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres, 

(c)  Nursing  Services.  (d)  Hospitals. 

(e)  Ambulance  Services. 

Though  there  has  again  been  some  improvement  in  the  accommodation 
for  the  chronic  sick  and  infirm  there  is  still  a need  for  more  beds 
for  such  cases. 

The  remaining  services  referred  to  above  have  been  adequate  for 
the  Area  during  the  year. 

The  service  provided  by  oho  Chest  Clinic  which  is  held  every 
Tuesday  at  Mowbray  Grange  Hospital  has  been  much  appreciated  by 
patients  and  has  been  very  helpful  to  general  practitioners  in  the 

district. 


DATA  SJxPLInD  BY  TIM  WATERWORKS  MANAGER . 

WATER. 

QUANTITY. 

Owing  to  the  increased  demands  during  the  Summer  it  has  been 
necessary  to  turn  off  the  water  in  some  areas  in  the  Bedale  Rural 
District,  during  the  evenings  between  the  hours  of  11  p.m.  and  6 a.m. 
This  has  been  carried  out  two  or  three  nights  each  week.  In 
addition,  notices  to  consumers  were  posted  in  every  Parish  asking 
that  the  utmost  care  be  taken  in  the  use  of  water  and  requiring  that 
the  watering  of  gardens  by  hose-pipes  be  discontinued.  The  response 
of  the  public  to  these  restrictions  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  it 
did  not  become  necessary  for  any  consumer  to  be  prosecuted  for 
contravening  them. 


DUALITY. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  treated  by  Chlorination 
and  the  quality  has  been  satisfactory  since  my  last  report.  Twenty- 
nine  samples  hove  been  taken  from  fittings  supplied  by  the  Council's 
mains  in  various  parts  of  the  Rural  District.  All  these  samples 
were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northallerton  for 
analysis  and  with  the  exception  o::  three  proved  very  satisfactory, 

FRAC'i  JEEP  MAINS . 

Since  my  last  Report,  vork  on  fractured  mains  has  been  carried  out 
at  Bedale,  Aiskew,  Deeming,  Tanfield,  Londonderry,  Heckforth,  Crakeholl, 
Thirn  and  Nosterfield.  In  all  cases  this  work  has  been  undertaken  and 
carried  out  with  the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  the  consumers 
concerned. 

AUXILIARY  SUPrLY. 

In  view  of  the  shortage  during  the  year  we  have  continued  with  the 
temporary  supply,  maximum  50,000  gallons  per  day,  from  the  Northallerton 
Rural  District  Council.  This  supply  originates  at  Northallerton  Water 
Board's  Cod  Beck  Source  which  is  fully  treated. 
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CCN  SUMPTION. 


Average  daily  consumption  in  the  Bedale  Rural  District 


(Normal  Consumers)  451,000 

Average  daily  consumption  Leyburn  Rural  District 
Council  31,000 

Leeming  Aerodrome  92, 000 

Average  total  daily  consumption.  624,000 


PRESS URm  Rm  COED -LEGS . 

Pressure  recorders  have  been  installed  in  various  places  in  the 
Bedale,  Leyburn  and  Northallerton  Rural  District  Council  areas  of 
supply  for  testin0  and  record  purposes. 

CONNijC  da  a -UR)  ixEIE-Ka  . 


During  the  year  i960,  fifty-three  connections  have 

been  made  with 

the  Council ' s mains  and  nine 

meters  installed.  These  are  supplying 

farms,  private  dwelling-houses 

and  Council  Houses  etc., 

in  the  Bedale 

Rural  District. 

mains  extensions. 

During  the  year  a main  extension  hrs  been  carried 

out  at  the 

Pirby  Road  Housing-  Estate. 

PROPERTIES  SUPPLIED. 

There  are  2,231  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  the 

public  water 

mains  serving  0 population  of 

approximately  8,000.  In 

addition. 

some  132  dwellings  are  served 

from  private  supplies  and 

there  are 

nine  by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

The  following  is  the  position  for 

each  Parish  in  the  Rural  District;- 

From  Public  Private  SuddHos  etc 

Ainderby  Miers. 

Mains . 

9 

9 

Aiskev  Lighting  Area. 

139 

1 

Aiskew  Non- Lighting  Area. 

159 

2 

Bedale . 

503 

Burneston. 

76 

3 

Burrill. 

34 

1 

Carthorpe . 

95 

Clifton. 

17 

Crakehall. 

138 

6 

East  Tanfield. 

5 

11 

Sxelby,  Leeming  & Newton. 

193 

Pirby. 

18 

2 

Gatenby. 

9 

1 

Hac-cforth. 

36 

2 

Howgrave. 

2 

Killerby. 

9 

12 

Kirkby  Fleet ham. 

144 

64 

Kirklington. 

8 

Langthorne. 

23 

Rand. 

2 

1 

Rookwith. 

- 

6 

Scruton. 

90 

4 

S:  ape. 

129 

Sutton  Howgrave. 

25 

1 

Swainby. 

4 

3 

Thoakston. 

17 

Thirn. 

24 

3 

Thornton  V/atlass. 

51 

3 

Well. 

90 

West  Tanfield. 

126 

53 

2,231  132 

This  figure  excludes  198  Married  Quarters  at  the  Leeming  R.  A.  F.  Station 
but  these  aro  also  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 
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DATA  SUPi'LLED  BY  TEE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IiiS-rnCTOR  & SURVEYOR. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISx°QSAL. 

The  Bedale  and  Aiskew  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  now  been  in 
operation  for  some  twenty  months  and  have  settled  down  very  well. 

At  all  times  the  effluent  has  been  very  satisfactory  and  the  River's 
Board  have  classed  the  effluent  as  'good'.  Difficulty  has  continued 
with  the  dispos. 1 of  the  large  volume  of  surface  water  reaching  the 
works  during  heavy  rainfall  and  to  overcome  this  a new  system  of 
surface  'water  sewers  for  Bedale  has  been  planned.  This  scheme  is 
awaiting  Ministry  approval  and  it  is  hoped  that  construction  work  will 
commence  early  in  1961. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  sludge  from  the  Bedale  Works  has  caused  some 
concern  during  the  your  particularly  when  this  had  to  be  allowed  to 
accumulate  on  the  works  site  due  to  1 ck  of  transport.  The  Council 
therefore  have  agreed  to  purchase  a new  Tractor  and  Trailer  for  use 
on  their  works  generally  and  delivery  of  this  machine  is  now  sv/eited. 

The  trailer  is  to  be  of  steel  and  'watertight  in  construction  so  that 
the  removal  of  very  wet  sludge  wall  be  possible.  This  will  make  more 
frequent  emptying  of  the  drying  beds  possible  so  further  alleviating 
any  possibility  of  smell  nuisance  from  this  source. 

Following  their  policy  of  eventually  providing  proper  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  for  the  whole  area  the  Council  have  placed 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  for  the  villages  of  Leeming  and 
Leeming  Bar  and  Thornton  Uatlass  before  the  Ministry  and  in  each  case 
local  enquiries  have  been  held  by  on  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government.  Consent  to  go  to  tender  for  the  schemes 
is  anticipated  at  an  early  date  aid  it  is  hoped  that  both  schemes  will 
be  commenced  in  19&1. 

Schemes  are  urgently  needed  for  the  parishes  of  Snape,  Crakehall  and 
Kirkby  Fleetham  with  Fencotes  and  in  each  case  these  are  almost  reedy  for 
submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  sowers  and  disposal  arrangements  in  the  remainder  of  the  district 
have  not  been  improved,  in  fact,  the  present  arrangements  are  impossible 
of  improvement  nd  entirely  new  systems  are  needed  in  all  cases.  The 
Council  re,  ho\7ever,  fully  aw -re  of  this  and  are  firmly  decided  upon  a 
programme  which  will  eventually  cater  for  the  whole  area.  It  is  therefore 
anticipated  that  there  will  nlvays  be  at  least  one  sewerage  scheme  in 
progress  in  the  district  until  all  parishes  are  served. 

aJEFUoD  COLLECTION  ml  DISwOSoL  . 


This  service  is  still  carried  out  by  contract  and  is  apparently 
satisfactory,  very  few  complaints  of  neglect  having  been  received. 

Privy  ashpits  continue  to  slowly  disappear  as  more  property  owners 
carry  out  conversions  either  with  or  without  grant  assistance.  Some  36 
privies  have  been  converted  to  W.Cs  during  the  year  but  many  have  got 
to  remain  until  adequate  sewers  are  provided. 

Refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  two  tips 
serve  the  whole  are:  and  these  are  maintained  in  as  tidy  a condition  as 
possible.  They  are  regularly  treated  against  rat  infestation  and  no 
trouble  has  arisen  in  this  direction. 

RODENT  CONTROL  , 


No  need  has  yet  arisen  to  employ  staff  for  this  work  and  the  services 
of  a specialist  Contractor  in  the  town  are  always  available  to  anyone 
requiring  them.  The  Contractor  in  question  has  a large  number  of  contract 
engagements  with  farmers  and  business  firms  in  the  district  and  there  have 
beon  no  serious  rat  infestations  found  in  the  area.  The  Council's  officers 
are,  of  course,  always  willing  to  advise  occupiers  on  the  destruction  of 
such  vermin  and  stocks  of  poison  are  held  for  such  minor  outbreaks. 
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HOUSING . 

Both  Council  and  private  housing  developnent  have  proceeded  steadily  during 
the  year,  twenty-eight  Council  Houses  and  seventeen  Private  Houses  having  been 
completed  and  occupied.  The  greater  part  of  the  development  has  been  bungalow 
accommodation  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  swing  in  preference  for  this  type 
of  house. 

The  removal  of  families  from  unfit  houses  has  continued  and  nineteen  such 
families  have  been  re-housed  in  Council  Houses.  The  total  number  of  houses 
closed  or  demolished  during  the  year  was  thirty-seven.  Many  of  the  houses 
closed  were  not,  however,  lost  and  some  very  good  reconditioning  and  restoration 
schemes  have  been  carried  out.  In  fact,  thirty-five  houses  were  dealt  with 
in  this  manner  and  are  now  providing  first  class  living  accommodation. 

Much  restoration  and  reconditioning  has  also  been  done  with  the  aid  of 
Improvement  Grants,  both  discretionary  and  standard  grants  are  readily 
available  and  such  schemes  are  encouraged  by  the  Council „ This  . is  not  only 
saving  many  of  the  older  sub-standard  houses  but  is  preserving  the  character  of 
the  villages  which  are  particularly  charming  and  could  easily  be  spoiled  by 
indiscrimate  demolition  of  the  old  cottages.  Such  reconditioning  also  tends 
to  discourage  the  population  from  drifting  away  from  the  villages  through  lack 
of  modern  accommodation. 

All  aspects  of  housing  in  the  area  are  constantly  under  consideration 
by  the  Council  and  any  action  which  will  encoutage  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation  either  by  private  building,  reconditioning  or  grant  aid  is 
encouraged. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  all  are  of  a 
high  standard  and  provided  with  stunning  pens,  lairage,  offal  rooms,  hanging 
rooms  etc.  In  three  cases  new  artificial  lighting,  only,  is  required  to  render 
full  compliance  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  and  Regulations  possible  and  this 

work  is  now  in  hand. 

Meat  Inspection  continues  to  receive  full  attention  and  64,055  animals 
were  slaughtered  during  the  year.  Sunday  slaughtering  continues,  necessitating 
a seven  days  per  week  inspection  service. 

The  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  poultry  continues  at  the  Abattoir,  Aiskew 
and  a nev;  line  dressing  system  has  recently  been  installed.  The  number  of  birds 
dealt  with  is  now  so  large  that  inspection  on  any  large  scale  is  impossible  and 
therefore  only  a "spotting  system"  is  employed  by  which  unfit  and  doubtful  birds 
are  held  over  for  inspection  by  the  Meat  Inspector  on  duty. 

A statement  showing  the  animals  slaughtered  and  meat  condemned  is 

shown  on  page  6. 

The  disposal  of  condemned  meat  continues  to  be  by  sale  to  a specialist 
firm  dealing  in  this  material.  Meat  is  stained  before  collection  by  theta. 

At  one  of  the  large  slaughterhouses  a digester  plant  is  installed  and  all 
condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  on  the  premises. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  twenty  retailers,  ton  of  these  being  producer 
retailers  and  ten  retail  suppliers  only.  The  dairy  and  supplying  arrangements 
have,  in  all  cases,  proved  satisfactory. 

FOOD  SHOPS  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE. 

The  number  of  food  shops  and  bakeries  in  the  area  has  remained  unchanged,  all 
are  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  are  generally  satisfactory.  Some  concern  is 
felt  regarding  the  delivery  of  unwrapped  bread  by  the  wholesale  bakeries  and 
special  attention  is  being  paid  to  this  matter  to  enshre  that  the  food  Hygiene 
Regulations  are  being  fully  complied  with. 
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Curcasy.s  and  _Qffal  inc  pec tod  mid  condemned  in  whole 
or  in  part  during  the  year  ending  DmCEi/IBEfi.  iq6o. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

; Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

1 Pigs 

Number  killed 

5070 

399 

\ 

182 

— 1 

19085 

39319 

Numb or  ins pe c to d 

I 

5070 

| 399 

182 

19  085 

39319 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  -nd 
Cvsticorci 

V/ holw  ccrcasas  coriuezono^ 

. 

9 

1 

; 10 

i 

j 

13 

I 141 

70 

Car coses  of  which  some 
port  or  org  n was 
condemned 

1121 

90 

s 

784 



890 

Percentage  oi'  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  then 
tuberculosis  and 
cys  cicerci 

22*28 

j 

i 22-55 
1 



9.89 

4*84 

2.44 

Tuberculosis  onlv 
• V/hole  c orcases 
condemned. 

3 

1 

I 

i 

2 

1 

- 

i 

j 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  or  .mi  was 
c ondomned 

213 

! | 

109 

1 

27 

1 — 1 

! - 

— 

1136 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis , 

4*26 

j 

1 j 

27-82 

; 

1 i 

14*33 

T 

i 

f 

- 

: 

] 

2*89 

Cvsticexcoc  is 
Carcases  of  which 
some-  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

f -p 

i ! 

Nil  ! 

1 

Nil 



j m 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrige rati on. 

Nil 

— f- 

; t 

Nil 

j ; 

Nil 

j 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

PPEVALm.CE  Oi' 

and  conthol  oven 

, 

INFECTIOUS 

Aijj  OTHuii  DISEASES. 

Disease 

Pneumonia 
Scarlet  Fever 
le  ?slec 
Poliomyelitis 
Diphtheria 
Pood  Poisoning 
Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas 

Total  Cases 

1 

i 1 

i ?4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

! 22 

i 2 

Deaths 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

It  is  gratif'yir  , to  note  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Po Liomyelitis 
or  Diphtheria, 

T U xh-iitC/ ' j b Oo  I O o 

During  the  year  thro«  new  ces-s  we re  notified : - 

A-.c . Poo  jir  wborv.  Non-Nos  air  . torv. 

M F M Z 

38  1 _ 

49  1 _ 

32  - - 1 

During  the-  ye  r no  deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis. 
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In  concluding  ay  Report,  I should  like  to  express  ay  thanks  and 
great  dpprecidJ  oi on  ox  the  help  I have  received  during  the  year  from 
your  r'ublic  Health  Inspectors  and  also  your  V/aterworks  Manager. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Sir,  li&dam  end  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAR  . . HAAS— iLL, 

lie  die  a 1 Officer  ox  Health. 


